Coming to America: Push and Pull Factors
Instructions:
Seeking a better life, hundreds of thousands of Jews left Eastern Europe and Russia and immigrated to the United States.  Read through the “Waves of Immigration” material, then “The Great Migration.”  
In “The Great Migration” material, read the “Going to America?” activity, and list two reasons why you would move to America and two reasons why you would stay in Eastern Europe.
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Using the background information provided, pretend you are a young person who is trying to explain to his or her parents why he or she left for the United States, even though his or her parents are chose to stay in Eastern Europe.  Write a short letter from the young person to his or her parents, discussing the factors that drove him to America, then write a short response from his or her parents, outlining the factors that made them decide to stay.

